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KEEPING YOUR HOME DRIER

Windows don’t create 
condensation. It is the 
moisture level in the air that 
causes this to happen.

In humid New Zealand 
conditions, at lower internal 
temperatures there 
is a greater chance of 
condensation forming on the 
inside of the windows. This 
can be a serious problem, as 
it causes mould, mildew, and, 
in some cases, can also rot 
timber window frames. With a 
warmer home the chance of 
condensation reduces. 

Double glazing forms a 
thermal barrier on the 
outside, making the inner 
side of the double

glazing warmer, which helps 
prevent the likelihood of 
internal condensation. 

High-performing Low E double 
glazing will significantly reduce the 
likelihood of internal condensation. 

However it is so efficient, 
morning dew can form on the 
outside glass surface, often 
seen as external condensation. 

When external temperatures are 
low and humidity levels are high 
this is when it is most likely to 
occur.  

Homes that have no eaves, 
are sheltered from prevailing 
breezes and high humidity/cold 
conditions overnight, (normally 
experienced in Spring and

Autumn) are more likely to 
see this occur. 

This is an indication of how 
well the double glazing is 
working, and it will dissipate 
through the morning, given 
a breeze or exposure to the 
sun. Dew on the outside of 
the windows is particularly 
evident with house designs 
that have no eaves and are 
sheltered from prevailing 
breezes.

It is important to have other 
insulation within your home, 
double glazing alone does not 
complete the puzzle. i.e. roof, 
walls, windows and floor.
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REMOVING MOISTURE 

It is important to note that the 
average home releases around 
8 litres of water a day into 
the air, from activities such as 
cooking, showering, clothes-
drying, indoor plants etc.

To help remove excess 
moisture, ventilation is key. 
Solutions for this can include 
extractor fans, dehumidifiers, 
air conditioning, and we would 
recommend using venting 
handles which our consultants 
will discuss with you.

Below are examples of venting handles. We have various options for you to choose from.

For reducing moisture and dampness in your home go to smaterhomes.org.nz

ARIA HELIX 
VENTING

ARIA WEDGELESS 
VENTING

DOUBLE TONGUE 
VENTING


